DIVERSION CONTROL

Mr. DWYER, Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I was interested in your earlier discussion on diversion and
the remarks about how well the Comprehensive Crime Control Act
is going to help in that particular area,

Mr. LAWN. Yes, sir. As a result of the authority given to the
Drug Enforcement Administration, based upon the Comprehensive
Crime Bill, three weeks ago today I signed the first emergency
scheduling authority, which was published in the Federal Register,
and we are looking now at a second.

Mr. DWYER. It would seem to me that you probably were working
on a lot of files in that particular area prior to the adoption of the
act. Can we anticipate then a quick move against some of the illicit
professionals who are diverting these drugs?

Mr. LAWN. We would like to think that we will move quickly,
once we determine who they are, yes, sir.

CHEMICAL CONTROL

Mr. DWYER. On page 9 of your statement you talk about the
price of a 55-gallon drum of ether going up from $180 a drum to
$10,000 a drum. Do you think that makes any difference in the con-
trol of distribution of cocaine?

Mr. LAWN. Yes, sir, I most certainly do. The traffickers in times
past could purchase the ethyl ether for the refining process with
little difficulty. With the initiation of the Chem Con program we
have made it, based upon the cooperation of the chemical firms, ex-
tremely difficult for the trafficker to get the ethyl ether, which is a
necessary, ingredient. The trafficker heretofore could not find a
substitute for ethyl ether.

Recently I visited Colombia and spoke with General Delgado, the
head of the Colombian National Police, who told me that the major
trafficking organizations in Colombia, because of the paucity of
ethyl ether, are now looking for trafficking organizations that will
market in cocaine base and cocaine paste, because they don't have
the ethyl ether in' order to create the cocaine hydrochloride. We
think it is effective, and we think that more efforts in the chemical
control program will assist not only in the trafficking in cocaine,
but also in heroin and in PGP.

Mr. DWYER. Was the country source of the ethyl ether this coun-
try?

Mr. LAWN. This country is a predominant source, as is West Ger-
many.

Mr. DWYER. Are the West Germans cooperating in this?

Mr, LAWN. Yes, sir, they are.

Mr. DWYER. Have they stopped the exportation of ethyl ether?

Mr. LAWN. They have assisted us in stopping it, but there are
still firms, as there are several firms in the United States, that will
cooperate with trafficking organizations, because there is consider-
able money to be made in this trafficking, so there is not total co-
operation, If there were total cooperation, we would take the ethyl
ether supply away from the traffickers totally.

Mr. DWYER, Is there something lacking in the laws that you have
at your disposal that would preclude your doing this?on of Colombia's anti-narcotics program.
